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Bemis Junior High Yearbook 

We are still working hard on our yearbook and trying our hardest to get as many students into the book as 
possible. So…if you have not sent in any pictures yet, please do so! We are looking for new faces to put onto 
our pages! Also, as a reminder, we are still accepting portrait pictures of any and all students who have not 
sent one into us. We will be sending out more information in the upcoming week about this again.  
 

**Submit your photos to bjhyearbook@uticak12.org for the 2021 yearbook** 
 

Sincerely, 
The 2021 Yearbook Staff 

 

Week 14 Topic 
New Year’s Celebrations and Resolutions: Any pictures of how you celebrated New Year’s Eve or New Year’s Day. Also, any other 
holiday celebration pics and/or vacation pics from break.  

 Questions of the Week:  

¶ What is your New Year’s Resolution?  

¶ What was different about this holiday this year?  

¶ What are your favorite snacks to eat?  

¶ What are you most looking forward to this winter?  
 
 

Remember:  If  you  send  in  a picture,  please  let  us  know  what  is  going  on  in  the  picture,  so we  can  caption  it  

correctly!  Thanks!   
 

Thank you for all of your help and support! We really appreciate it!  
 

Order your 2020 – 2021 Yearbook here:  Jostensyearbooks.com. 
 
UCS Virtual Calming Room 

 
This page offers an abundance of information, but we are excited about this Virtual Calming Room (ă click to be taken to the 
VCR) There are so many activities that you can use with your student, your family or just yourself. 
 

With the number of students struggling during this pandemic this is a good thing to introduce them to. Please check it and share 
it with your student. We highly recommend that you have students check out the GUIDED MEDITATOR. The first clip is from the 
late Kobe Bryant and his view on meditation and sleep. His presentation is very powerful. 
 
Covid-19 Support Services 

 

mailto:bjhyearbook@uticak12.org
http://www.jostens.com/yearbooks/high-school-yearbooks.html
https://uticak12.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=578321&pageId=44263948


Remote Meals 

 
 
Macomb Food Program 

 



UCS Wellness- Monday Moments 

 

Return to school January 2021 

 



 
Hybrid Teaching and Learning FAQ 

¶ When will we get information about transportation?  
o Families should receive an email from transportation with bus number and bus stop information. 

¶ What are the lunch options?  
o Students may bring their lunch, get a school lunch (currently free for all students), or purchase a la carte items. 

You can find lunch menus on the district website – www.uticak12.org. 

¶  What time can students enter the building?  
o  Students may enter the building at 7:55 am. All students will enter through door number 2.  
o Students who need breakfast (also free) will enter through door number 2 and go directly to the serving line 

inside the cafeteria.  
o Seventh grade students NOT EATING BREAKFAST will enter through door number 2 and go directly to the “curvy 

hallway”.  
o Eighth grade students NOT EATING BREAKFAST will enter through door number 2 and assemble in the hallway to 

their immediate left.  
o All students will proceed to their first classes following the 8:10 bell.  

¶ What time does school start and end?  
o Classes begin at 8:20 am. The school day ends at 3:11 pm. On days scheduled as all remote, classes end at 3:11, 

except scheduled support days, where students can receive support from teachers, counselors and 
administrators from 11:45 to 3:11. Students can use this time to get support or ask questions. School staff may 
also be reaching out to students during this time. Please refer to the schedule for the hybrid model for 2nd 
quarter that was sent to you.  

¶ What will instruction look like in this hybrid model?  
o Students will continue to have daily contact with teachers on A days, B days and when all classes meet for 30 

minutes each, whether their cohort is in person or remote. On the days your child’s cohort is at home, they may 
have more asynchronous work, but will still have contact with each of the teachers of the 3 class blocks 
scheduled for that day.  

¶ What are the UCS cleaning protocols for junior high schools?  
o At the end of each class block, students will wipe their area with an alcohol-based wipe. Wipes will also be used 

at the end of each lunch period prior to releasing students. Students will be released prior to the next group 
coming in despite the schedule showing lunches with no passing time – that is built into the total time of each 
lunch. Students will be seated 6 feet apart at lunch since they must remove their mask while they are seated and 
eating. All areas of the building are cleaned at night using a disinfectant that effectively kills the virus.  

¶ Can I bring in items my child forgot?  
o There will be a drop off table located in the vestibule inside door 1. Please encourage your child to check that 

they have their laptop, charger, headphones, ID, writing utensils and any notebooks needed for class before 
leaving for school. We will no longer accept drop offs of food or drink items. Free school lunch will be provided 
for any student who forgets their lunch.  

¶ Can I get a message to my child?  
o Because students will have access to their UCS email on their laptop, please email your child, ONLY IF 

NECESSARY. Encourage your child to check email periodically throughout the day. If you need to contact your 
student that requires a response or action, (i.e. unexpected early dismissal, etc.), please call the Bemis Main 
Office at (586) 797-2500 and we will get the message to your student.  

¶ How do I report an absence?  
o Call the attendance line (797-2599) to report an all-day absence or late arrival. If you have called in a late arrival, 

your child should stop in the main office to sign in before going to class. Parents should not enter the building at 
this time.  

¶ How do I arrange an early dismissal?  
o Please request early dismissals in advance as it will minimize classroom disruptions. Call the attendance line 

before 10:00 am. Parents must call the main office upon arrival and the office staff will release your child. 
Students may sign back in on their own if they return to school that day.  

¶ Can I request homework for my child?  
o Since students have access to their assignments in Schoology, work requests are not necessary when your child 

will be out of school for extended periods of time.  

¶ What is the cell phone policy?  

http://www.uticak12.org/


o Students may bring cell phones to school, however, the UCS handbook specifies “they cannot be displayed or 
used without permission from a teacher or administrator for educational purposes.” At Bemis Junior High 
School phones should only be out and in use before and after school unless a teacher is allowing the use of 
phones in class for educational activities. Otherwise, phones should be turned off during the school day. 
Phones turned into the office for unauthorized use must be picked up by a parent.  

¶ What is the dress code?  
o The UCS handbook indicates, “Student appearance should not be disruptive to the educational process.” Please 

see the student handbook for the complete dress code. In general, students should wear clothing that isn’t 
revealing or restrictive, as many classroom activities require students to be active.  

¶ What if my child gets sick during the school day?  
o Students who are not feeling well should let the teacher know. We will utilize a staffed health room to isolate 

sick students. You will be notified to come pick up your child. Call the main office upon arrival and your child will 
be released to you.  

¶ Where can I get Bemis Junior High School information?  
o Information is sent regularly via automated texts and emails. If you have not been receiving information, contact 

the office to make sure your information is accurate in PowerSchool. Please bookmark the school website and 
follow the Bemis Junior High School’s Facebook page.  

¶ Will my lunches be the same for each face to face day at school?  
o Not every student will have the same lunch period for both “A Block” and “B Block” days.  

¶ Will students be able to bring water bottles?  
o Yes, the bottles should be marked with the student’s name. Students CANNOT SHARE WATER BOTTLES. 

Students cannot drink outside of the cafeteria. If a student requires more frequent hydration during the school 
day, we will need a doctor’s note and a medical plan on file. Please contact your school counselor if this applies 
to your student.  

¶ Will students be able to use regular sized backpacks?  
o Yes, since students will not be using lockers, they may use a regular sized backpack during the entire school day. 

Please encourage your child to check that they have their laptop, charger, headphones, ID, writing utensils and 
any notebooks needed for class before leaving for school.  

¶ Will my student be required to wear a mask while at school?  
o Yes, all staff and students are required to wear a facial cover while in the school except for when they are eating 

breakfast or lunch. Students will be seated 6 feet apart in the cafeteria since they must remove their facial cover 
while they are seated and eating.  

¶ What will happen if my child doesn’t wear a facial covering?  
o Students will not be allowed to board UCS transportation without wearing a facial cover. All persons entering 

Bemis Junior High will have facial cover deployed properly. If a student does not have a facial cover, a disposable 
facial cover will be issued to the student. If the student does not wear the provided facial cover, the student will 
be isolated until they can be picked up by a parent or guardian.  

¶ Will my temperature be taken before I enter the school?  
o No, parents must self-screen their student’s daily utilizing the current self-screening process BEFORE students 

leave their home DAILY. 
 

Finally, this is not an exhaustive document. This document will be updated and shared periodically, as necessary. Please know 
that we are attempting to anticipate as many scenarios as possible in preparation of the start of the Bemis Hybrid Teaching and 
Learning model. I appreciate all who have contributed to this document and greatly appreciate your continued patience as we 
move closer and closer to full time face to face teaching and learning. 
 
Appendix C in the Essential Parent Handbook 

Appendix C: Parent Self-Screening Tool 
We appreciate your support and partnership as we make sure our students continue to have a safe and positive learning 
environment. Each day before you send your child to school, we are asking you to take part in a “screening” process for your 
child. This screening is for the protection of your child, their friends at school and our dedicated UCS team.  
 

If the answer is yes to ANY of the following, do not send your child to school. 
You should also promptly contact the Macomb County Health Department at 586-463-3750 or a family physician for further 
guidance. 



I. In the past ten (10) days, my child has tested positive for COVID-10. Please contact the school attendance line to 
report absence due to COVID-19. 

 

II. In the past fourteen (14) days, my child has been in close contact with someone who has tested positive for 
COVID-19. This includes being notified of close contact by a reliable source in which the positive carrier may not 
always be named but tracing information has been gathered. Please contact the school attendance line to report 
being in contact with someone diagnosed with COVID-19. 

 

III. My child is experiencing one or more of the following illness or illness symptoms that I consider different from 
any explainable circumstance or known existing baseline condition such as seasonal allergies, asthma, migraine 
headaches, etc.: 

 

¶ Fever of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher when taken by mouth 

¶ Sore throat 

¶ Uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing 

¶ Diarrhea, Vomiting, or abdominal pain 

¶ Severe headache, especially with fever 
 

Please notify the school attendance line to report an absence due to illness.  586-797-2599 
 

Additional Symptom Guidance 
If you answered YES to ANY of the previous questions, we strongly encourage you to have him/her tested (both RAPID and PCR 
nasal swabs) and follow up with a physician. 
 

For site locations that offer testing within your area please visit the following website: https://www.macombgov.org/covid10-
canigettested 
 

Thank you for continuing to keep our students and staff safe.  
Working together, we can continue to move forward to our goal of having all students returning for in-person services in our 

schools. 
 

Facebook 

Check us out and like us on Facebook to stay up to date on happenings at Bemis Junior High School. 
Click here to be taken to our page. 

 

Virtual Library 

UCS and the Sterling Heights Public Library have partnered together to meet the ConnectED Library challenge. This presidential 
initiative, launched in 2015, encourages collaborations between elected officials, school leaders, and public libraries to create or 
strengthen partnerships so that every child enrolled in school has a public library card. Our partnership is one of the first of its kind in 
the nation. 
 

How it works: 

¶ Students who already have a public library card are ready to go 

¶ Every student previously without a library card has been issued one automatically using the student’s UCS school ID as the library 
card number and their birthday as their password in the format of MMDD.  

¶ Students should visit the library’s website (Sterling Heights Library) for information. 

¶ Students are encouraged to upgrade their access so they can check out print materials and more. Please call the Sterling Heights 
Library for further information. A parent or guardian signature plus photo ID is required. 

 

What you get: 

¶ Tutor.com, connect to a professional tutor online to receive help with difficult homework problems (4 pm – 11 pm) 

¶ Electronic reference sources including encyclopedias that can be used for writing school papers 

¶ eBooks 

¶ EMagazines (over 90 popular titles) 

¶ Five free music downloads per week AND three hours of streaming per day (over 11 million commercially produced songs and 
15,000 music videos) 

¶ Free use of the library’s WIFI and public computers featuring Microsoft Office applications and internet access 

¶ Since each library is an independent entity, additional resources may be available. Visit the library’s website or speak to the 
designated library contact. Tammy Turgeon, Director 586-446-2640  

 

Kroger Plus card 

https://www.macombgov.org/covid10-canigettested
https://www.macombgov.org/covid10-canigettested
https://www.facebook.com/pg/bemisjuniorhigh/posts/?ref=page_internal
https://www.sterling-heights.net/678/Virtual-Library-Cards


Did you know that you can not only earn points for yourself, but you can also earn points for our school? How? It’s 
easy! Just shop at Kroger and link your Plus Card to Bemis Jr. High. 
Clink on link for more information Kroger Community Rewards 

 

Fun Facts 

January 11- National Clean Your Desk Day: National Clean Your Desk Day’s all about preparing your workspace 
for the new year and beginning things on the right note. The holiday falls on the second Monday in January. This 
year, it’s January 11. Remember, a messy desk is an invitation to chaos! A clean desk, on the other hand, helps 
you focus, be more productive, and generally makes you feel good about your workspace. And when we say 
clean, we don’t just mean physical clutter. That’s correct, your computer desktop counts too. Drag those files 
into a nice, neat folder! 
 

January 12- National Pharmacist Day: It’s time to thank those friendly workers who keep us healthy throughout 
the year. Get ready to celebrate National Pharmacist Day on January 12. The day focuses on the importance of 
pharmacists, and it honors how much they impact our health and well-being. The #APharmacistIs campaign, 
launched just two years ago, links both photos (and words of thanks) to those who help us with our meds and so 
much more. 
 

January 13- National Rubber Ducky Day: The popular toy has seen a lot of variations in its history. First designed 
in the 1800s when rubber manufacturing began, the duck was then made out of plastic and vinyl during both 
World Wars, as rubber was scarce. The ducky toy was first patented in 1928 by Landon Smart Lawrence, but the 
toy was a little heavier back then—he put a weight in it to make sure it would always stay upright. 
If you’re ever out in the ocean, you might just run into a rubber ducky. 28,000 rubber ducks, on their way via 
boat to Washington, went overboard during a storm in 1992. It’s been said that the ducks floated north to the 
Arctic, got trapped in the ice, and were slowly thawed out into the Atlantic Ocean. There are thousands still out 
there, and often happen upon shores all over the world. 
 

January 14- National Dress up your Pet Day: Celebrate by dressing up your furry family member in comfortable 
pet clothing — maybe even get matching outfits, if you want to get crazy. If it were any normal day, people 
would be staring at you at your dog in the street. However, on National Dress Up Your Pet Day, matching outfits 
are not only accepted, but also encouraged! It celebrates pets and helps to support the pet fashion community. 
The chance only comes once a year to wow the neighbors and to unleash the inner diva of your favorite pooch, 
so make sure your dog is dressed for the occasion! 
 

January 15- National Bagel Day: Bagels have a long and highly documented history that travels from the Jewish 
families of Poland in the 1600s to wrapped up in parchment paper in your hands today. And, unlike many things 
created nearly five-hundred years ago, bagels are remarkably unchanged. Sure, cream cheeses and butters and 
flavors and toppings may have evolved over time, but bagel is a beigel is a beygal.  

 

********************************************************************************************************* 
IMPORTANT SCHOOL POLICIES 

 

Dress Code 

Bemis follows the dress code located in the Parent and Student Handbook. This dress code does differ from the elementary 
school dress code. Student conduct is affected by student dress. Bemis strives to maintain a comfortable learning environment 
and our staff appreciates parental support in guiding appropriated dress for school. Students not conforming to the district code 
will have to call home for a change of clothing or wear a clean t-shirt and/or sweatpants provided by the school for the day. 
 

Junior High School Parent and Student Handbook 

The Utica Community Schools Parent-Student Handbook serves as quick references for families seeking answers to school 
policies, procedures and district activities. UCS Handbooks are published for elementary, junior high and senior high schools. 
Each handbook is created with student learning and parent partnership in mind. 
You are encouraged to download a copy and find the answers you seek at your leisure. Save a copy for future reference or go 
back and visit again. Remember: Handbooks are updated each year. Please click here to find the 2020-2021 Handbook. 
 

PowerSchool 

Parents and students can view their student’s schedules, attendance and grades. Click here to access the PowerSchool Portal. 
Parents with multiple UCS students can now create an account to access all of their data with a single login. Parents will need 
the access ID and access password for each student. Click here for helpful instructional guides.  Access IDs and passwords follow 
students from year to year. Please contact the main office with any questions. 
 

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow/
http://www.uticak12.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=578321&pageId=2663545
http://www.uticak12.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=578321&pageId=2663545
https://ps.ucs.misd.net/public/
https://www.uticak12.org/academics/powerschool


Bemis Attendance Line 

Parents are reminded to call the school attendance line, 586-797-2599, to report their child’s absence or tardiness. In order to 
be excused, all late/tardy students must be called in by a parent. A doctor’s note must be provided to excuse late/tardy arrivals. 
Bemis Attendance line is available 24 hours a day. All late arrival/tardy students must report to the Main Office upon arrival to 
receive a late pass. If your child is absent and we have not received notification, we will call the parents. 
 

Early Dismissal 

Students who need to be excused during the school day should bring a signed note from their parents to the Main Office before 
school begins that morning. The note should include the date, time, and reason for dismissal as well as who will be picking the 
child up. By doing this, we keep classroom disruptions to a minimum as well as have your child waiting for you in the Main Office 
when you arrive. PLEASE NOTE: Anyone signing a student out, must show identification and that person must also be on the 
students’ yellow Emergency Card. Students will not be released to anyone that is not listed on the Emergency Card. 
 

Homework Requests 

Homework requests are not accepted until the third consecutive day of absence. You may request your child’s homework on 
that third day by emailing your child’s teacher. You can find a list of email addresses by clicking here. 
 

Use of Electronic Communication Devices is Prohibited 

The personal use of cell phones or other electronic communications devices (ECD) by students is prohibited at any time while in 
school or in a district vehicle. Students may carry ECDs during the school day, but they cannot be displayed or used without 
permission from a teacher or administrator for educational purposes. Personal use of the device shall be limited to the time 
before and after the school day and only when students are outside the building. ECDs shall not be used during instructional 
time, lunch, passing time between classes or on any school bus without permission of a school official. The use of an ECD’s 
picture-taking or internet connection capability is not permitted without permission of a teacher or administrator. Utica 
Community Schools will not be responsible for the theft, loss or damage of any ECD. Appropriate disciplinary action will be taken 
against students who violate the policy regulating ECDs. 
 

If a student’s ECD rings/vibrates during the school day, the ECD will be confiscated and must be picked up in the main office by 
the student’s parent. Should this occur a second time, the student will receive a one-day suspension. If a student uses an ECD 
anytime inside the school, the ECD will be confiscated and the student will receive a one-day suspension. 
 

All school meal menus are digitally accessible on all devices allowing for personalized viewing options. Users can select to view 
nutritional and allergen information, as well as customize print and language settings. Menus can be viewed 
at https://uticak12.nutrislice.com 
 

Concussion Awareness 

As part of a new state law, all UCS and Michigan parents will receive information about concussions, their symptoms and what 
to do if you suspect a concussion. Bemis parents that attended the Bemis Spartan Registration days received this information 
and completed the required form during our registration. All students are required to have this form completed and on file in 
the Main Office prior to participating in any physical activity, including PE class and sports teams. 
 

Body Spray 

Bemis Junior High has several students and staff members who have allergic reactions to strong perfumes, after-shave and 
men’s cologne. The reactions range from mild to severe headaches that can result in nausea and being sent home from school. 
In addition, strong perfume smells can trigger asthma attacks. Junior high is filled with a variety of smells ranging from 
strawberries to old spice. When those smells dominate the hallways, problems do occur. We are asking students to put on your 
favorite fragrance once in the morning before school. Please do not bring in bottles and sprays of cologne, after-shave and 
perfume to re-apply throughout the day. 
 

Recycle for Charity at Bemis 

Look for the Disabled American Veterans (DAV) Donation Bin, located in the receiving driveway on the east side of 
Bemis Junior High. All items will go to the Disabled American Veterans, a non-profit organization located in Westland. 
Tax receipts can be found in the office. Donate your gently used clothes, shoes, toys, and small house appliances. 

DAVThriftMichigan.com 
 

Student Drop-off Map 

https://uticak12.nutrislice.com/


 


